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INTERNATIONAL SURGICALWEEK
ISW 2011 IN YOKOHAMA, JAPAN

Historical facts

Administrative Director ISS/SIC
Victor Bertschi

Preamble

When visiting Japan as a student in 1972 for the first time, I could not imagine what impact
this country to my future professional career may have. After graduation as an airliner pilot
I accepted the post as Professor Martin Allgéwer’s pilot and flight instructor in January
1979 for a limited period of maximally 5 years. It happened that two years before Professor
Allgéwer was elected, according to his own words “very unexpectedly”, at the Kyoto
Congress of SIC in 1977 President of the “Société Internationale de Chirurgie (SIC)” for
the period from September 1979 until 1981. While we were not in the air, I was supposed to
support his office and to organize the breakfast panels at ISW 1979 in San Francisco. At this
congress, it was decided that the office of the newly named International Society of Surgery
(ISS/SIC) will be moved from Brussels to Basel. Consequently Martin Allgéwer became
Secretary General of ISS/SIC in 1981 after his term as President and I became Administrative
Director of ISS/SIC.

My first contacts with Japan Chapter of ISS/SIC and CICD

For the reorganization and computerization of the ISS/SIC membership documentation I was
often in contact by mail but also personally with the National Delegates of Japan, Professor
Kiyoshi Saito, Professor Takuji Nakamura and intensively with Professor Fumio Nakayama
whom I met later at various congresses and meetings. Our office became by the mid 80ies
also office of the Collegium Internationale Chirurgiae Digestivae (CICD), an organization
that also had World Journal of Surgery as its official organ. By that time CICD with 165
members from Japan was predominantly lead by Japanese members such as Professor
Fusahiro Nagao and Professor Teruaki Aoki. As CICD was planning to hold a future
congress in Japan, I was invited already in November 1990 to visit the potential convention
facilities in Tokyo area.

Japan Chapter and planning steps for ISW 2011

In 1981 the Japan Chapter has had a number of 91 Active Members but no Senior nor
Honorary Members. By the end of the decade the number had increased to 136. A real boost
was noticed when the late Professor Yasuo Idezuki was elected Councilor in the Executive
Committee in 1991 and in 1993 Society President. With 285 members (9 Senior and 1
Honorary Member) the Japan Chapter has advanced to the second largest chapter behind
USA. While the Japan Chapter still was increasing, most of the others decreased in their
membership. The increase also continued when Professor Yoshiki Hiki succeeded in 1999
as councilor representing Japan. Consequently the ISS/SIC Executive Committee clearly
outlined that Japan Chapter concerns will be handled with first priority. Discussions to
hold a future International Surgical Week (ISW) in Japan took place already by the middle
of the 90ies. After the Japan Chapter withdrew its invitation for Kyoto in 2003 in favor of
Bangkok and in view of other early commitments, the request to host ISW 2005 in Japan
was not possible but only in 2011. The invitation to attend the Centennial Congress of the
Japan Surgical Society in April 2000 offered an ideal opportunity to me for a further site
inspection at the Yokohama, Chiba and Kyoto Convention facilities which all proofed to be
ideal. In 2002 ISS/SIC President elect, Professor Riidiger Siewert was awarded honorary
membership by the Japan Surgical Society, so he has had opportunities for various meetings
with the Japan Chapter Representatives. His information about the decision of the Executive
Committee that Professor Masaki Kitajima will be nominated President of ISS/SIC was very
positively received. Also his explanations that the earliest date to host ISW will be in 2011
were accepted with full understanding. At the ISS/SIC Executive Committee Meeting of
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March 12, 2005 in Munich it was decided that ISW 2011 will be held in Japan by following
the suggestion of the Japan Chapter for the Yokohama Convention Facilities. This decision
by the EC later was ratified by the General Assembly at the Durban Congress in 2005 and
therefore the start was officially given. The LOC under the Leadership of Honorary President
of Local Organizing Committee, Professor Masaki Kitajima has constituted itself and has
elected Professor Masahiko Watanabe to act as President of the LOC among all the many
other members of LOC.

Activities prior to ISW 2011

The first public promotion activities for the Yokohama Congress were started with the
representation of ISW 2011 with a real Japanese styled booth in the Exhibition Area at ISW
2009 in Adelaide, Australia. At this congress not only internal meetings between ISS/SIC
Officers and LOC ISW 2011 took place but also the first Scientific Program Committee
Meeting with all Integrated and potential Participating Societies took place. The attorneys
at law Maitre Kenji Hashidate, Tokyo and Maitre Mario Roberty, Basel took care for the
contracts which finally were ready to be signed some months later. At the deadline for
the submission of abstracts, January 10, 2011 an unusual high number of more than 1,600
abstracts have been received. Unfortunately and to our very great regret, only two weeks
before the important Executive and Program Committee meetings related to ISW 2011 in
Ziirich, the very sad events of the Earthquake and Tsunami in Fukushima took place at the
beginning of March 2011. Quite understandable that the members present at this meeting
were delighted when the LOC delegation headed by Dr. Natsuya Katada made it to attend,
even though with a one day delay. Some weeks of uncertainty and many correspondences as
well as side meetings followed until the final decision by the ISS/SIC Executive Committee
based on the result of the LOC meeting for the GO AHEAD of ISW 2011 was taken and
communicated by Society & Congress President Professor Ken Boffard on April 28, 2011 to
LOC President Professor Masahiko Watanabe and later to all concerned.

The Congress in Yokohama

The Executive Committee members of ISS/SIC have received the positive LOC report with
great pleasure at their meeting on Saturday, August 27, 2011 the day before the official
opening of the congress. Despite negative signs, more delegates than expected have registered
and a number of 1,650 paying surgeon participants could be welcomed in Yokohama during
the entire week. The congress, opened by his Majesty the Crown Prince of Japan, proofed to
be a great success in all ways from the very beginning to its very last activity on Thursday
evening. More than 600 international and 1,000 local delegates have personally experienced
that the decision of the Go Ahead was correct and wise. All participants have left Yokohama
with best memories on a successful meeting.

This success was only possible thanks to the great support by the Local Organizing
Committee, the Japanese Surgeons and Authorities. I am personally convinced that this
success has also increased visibility and reliability of the International Society of Surgery
worldwide to hold a high class congress under hindered conditions. A great “Thank You” for
making this success possible goes to our hosts in Japan.

Lupsingen, January 6, 2012

Photo by Victor Bertschi (December 3, 2011)
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