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Ken Boffard

Almost exactly 10 years ago, we held International Surgical Week (ISW)
in Yokohama (August 2011). As President of ISS at that time, on 11th
March, we heard the terrible news of the Great Eastern Earthquake and
tsunami (Great Tohoku Earthquake). This threatened the whole
organization of International Surgical Week. We then watched in
admiration as Japan and its people dealt with the catastrophe and started
rebuilding. We committed to continuing with ISW, and due to the
efficiency of the Local Organising Committee, led By Professor Masahiko
Watanabe and his team, and Professor Masaki Kitajima and the Japan
Chapter of the International Surgical Society ISW turned out to be one of
the best meetings we have held, enjoyed by surgeons from across the
world. The Japanese Chapter of your Society is amongst our largest, and
the support we have received over many years from the Chapter, and its
members has been hugely appreciated.

Sadly, ten years later, the world has been facing another catastrophe, and
the pandemic is still present. It will not go away but will become
manageable. Japan has not been spared, and we wish yvou well and know

that you will be at the forefront of the world" s ability to deal with it, as

yvou have always done in your history.

The sheer way Japan was able to

hold the Olympic and Paralympic Games so successfully despite an

absence of a real audience, ( but not virtual) was again remarkable, and

the first time anything like this has taken place. Not ideal, but it worked!

ISS is not immune. In 2003 we had to cancel the Congress in Bangkok

due to the SARS epidemic.

We had to postpone the ISW 2021 in Kuala

Lumpur in August, and it was substituted with a Virtual Surgical Week

(VSW ) over the same period. This was enormously successful ( though

not really a replacement) and we had 2000 participating in VSW

including many members from the Japanese Chapter forming one of the

largest groups. The membership numbers of the Society are growing, we

have been able to attract not only younger members including Residents,

but we now have a section for Medical Students.

If we can lay the

foundations by making our newer members feel involved, we are laying

the foundations for the future.

What is very clear is that with new media access, the days of holding

ISW every second year, are past, although the organization and the

economics of the meetings do not allow it to be held every year.

We

foresee that ISW - “the World" s Congress of Surgery,” will take place

every second year and VSW each year in-between. We have partnered

with other international Societies such

as the Royal College of Surgeons

of England, the American College of Surgeons, The Coliege of Surgeons

of the Malaysian Academy of Medicin
Surgeons.

We are optimistic that the 2021 mee

e, and the Sri Lankan College of

ting (now International Surgical

Week ISW 2022 ) will take place in Malaysia as planned, preferably Face

to Face, and look forward to seeing you
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