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The flagship conference for the International Society of Surgery
(ISS), International Surgical Week (ISW), sails to Malaysian
shores in 2024. ISW is a biennial congress, which provides a
unique platform for interdisciplinary discourse to address
problems faced by surgical-related professions. Scientific and
clinical working groups are able to discuss novel approaches to
diagnostics and therapeutics, establish standards, and determine
future surgical directions in a more integrated way for optimal
and far-reaching impact.

As we meet the challenges of providing equitable access to
surgical care globally, it is clear that we must work together.
Partnerships with key stakeholders, such as the G4 Alliance and
the International Federation of Surgical Colleges, show the
commitment of ISS to global surgical education. High-income
countries lead the way in technological innovation and seamless
care, but low and middle-income countries (LMICs) face many
obstacles to providing such care in their healthcare systems.
Culture varies widely in different parts of the world, and Asian
perspectives must be part of the conversation. Precision
medicine should not just refer to targeted therapies; right care,
for the right patient, at the right time, in the right ecosystem
should be our goal. Increasingly, the voices of future surgeons
must also be heard, hence the valued participation of the
International Association of Student Surgical Societies.

As a Council member of ISS, past-Council member of ISDS, and
a past-President of the College of Surgeons, Academy of
Medicine of Malaysia (CSAMM), and Asia Pacific Federation of
Coloproctology (APFCP), I would be honoured to welcome
members of the Japan Chapter of ISS to Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, to ISW 2024. This will be held from 25th to 29th
August 2024, at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC),
in the heart of Malaysia’s commercial capital. Easily accessible
from the Kuala Lumpur International Airport, KLCC provides
top-notch conferencing facilities, and is also within walking
distance of accommodation, dining and retail options to suit
every traveler s budget.

Japan has the highest representation among Asian countries in
the ISS, and is well-placed to provide guidance and leadership to
others, through participation in the councils of the ISS
integrated societies, as faculty of the ISW scientific programme,

or through informal mentoring and networking by participating
in this congress.

The scientific programme is shaping up very nicely, with a
variety of workshops, plenaries, symposia and forums addressing
every level of experience and specialization. Projected
workshops include TATSIC s Definitive Surgical Trauma Care
(DSTC ™) Course, BSI' s advanced oncoplastic and
reconstructive breast surgery course including intra-operative
radiotherapy applications, a scientific writing workshop
convened together with the World Journal of Surgery and
Springer Science, and hands-on basic surgical skills for students,
early career trainees and surgeons. Trainees will also benefit
from Non-Technical Skills for Surgeons (NoTSS) and Care of
the Critically Ill Patients (CCrISP) courses, a collaborative effort
by CSAMM and its sister Colleges in the UK.

Thematically, the scientific programme will also address
controversies in care, including the role of artificial intelligence;
updates to guidelines and concepts, including ERAS, Surviving
Sepsis and trauma resuscitation; surgical salvage of
complications; all the while ensuring diversity, equity and
inclusion are respected.

Opportunities for early and mid-career trainees to present their
work and constructive feedback from experts will be provided
through free paper sessions. The best works will be eligible for
abstract prizes offered by the integrated societies. In addition,
travel scholarships will be available, allowing successful
applicants to be subsidized to attend the congress.

While in Kuala Lumpur, do take the opportunity to explore the
surrounding areas or even venture further afield. The capital
city is an eclectic mix of the old and new; from the gleaming
modernist Islamic architecture of the Petronas Twin Towers, to
the nostalgic olde-world charm of Petaling Street’ s Chinatown;
or take a short trip to Gombak, where the temple caverns of
Batu Caves reside, guarded by the imposing 43m tall golden
statue of Lord Murugan at the foot of 272 steps leading up to
the caves. If you have more time, explore the historically
important Peranakan (Nyonya) cultures of Melaka and Penang,
or head to our many pristine beaches. If nature and conservation
are more your style, there are green lungs even in KL, such as
the KL Forest Eco Park; within a couple of hours’ drive are the
Kuala Gandah Elephant Sanctuary and the Sungai Dusun
Conservation Centre.

We look forward to welcoming youl
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Course Director; Prof. Y.Mizobata (Osaka)

DSTC:Prof.KD Boffard (S.Africa)
Prof.Elmine Steyn (5.Africa)
Prof.Tarek Razek (Canada)

DATC; Dr. Chris Bleeker {Netherlands)
Dr. Anders Holtan (Norway)
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Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
25-29 August 2024

50th World Congress of the International Society of Surgery ISS/SIC

International Surgical Week

The World's Congress of Surgery

Jointly organized with the 50th Annual Scientific Congress of the College of Surgeons

Academy of Surgeons of Malaysia (CSAMM)

isw2024.org
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